Christian Airmen Take Over

Airport; It’s Now Nonprohi

By RAY DEARLOVE

: Caurier-Express SEalf Reparler

AKRON AIRPORT has been
talen aver by the nanprefit
Christian  Airmen’'s Fellowship
Inc. of Western New  York
{CAF) in what could be the first
maove of ils kind in the nation.

The airporl was purchased
fiom Akvron Aviation Ine. for
§720,000 several maonths age by
CAF angd is now a complele
nonprofit, operation except for
the maintenance funelion. The
new owners clais Qb i the Firsk
“nomprefit fixed base operafor
business in Western New York
and pnssibly the T.5

Ak=on  Aviation had owned
gt aperated the airpori since
1145 excepl for a lli-year pe-
riaed aen the airpeit was lgas-
ed o Cox Aviatien of Hachesier,
T r.'.'.. - wrs god o CAF. the
E.TITIT 384 =.WEANE JeEl opel-

WHEN ARKRON AVIATION

LEANIITES ARTSR Arport noiEen,
the Je-acre lze iy 2Nl O 2
§iRSiC Zrits sITUD ITULWE 2
partiaimeornesed mea
haugar, eni & T-fvpe wyozan
hangar. Since then. t=2re Lave
beesi MmEIZy  EPIOVEMEDLE
maie.

A pavad LMoot lang main
roewsy  was  added in 1835,
along with the paving of Iax-
ways., apracs  and  turnocls.

Several hangars wete £on-
structed, the lzlest of “wiica

was a 12 0M-:zquare-foot, 53,0
facility completed in 1973

f’u.| Ili|'r. -:i'-'l:-’;E"l' 1','1"': .l,"'.'fi.i.. !"J
Eelly, were the principles of
cAkvon Avialion They were
Joined in Qrlober 1965 by La-
Verne Boschart who took gver
the aireraft maintenance

operation of the airport

BOSCHART ATLSO TOORK over
the flizht opcrations in 1975,
under 2 lease arrangsmeni 0T
both the flizht and mainienznce
functions. Af that point. tae
flicht gperatiprs end was no
being operated profitably

Bulh opeoration: proved 100
much for Boschsr . He was &
pilot nimseif, and smeng ke

ather pilots using Akron Avia-
tion facilities were Ralph Mar-
sieller and Rohert Caple.

These three had an idea in
1273, since  all  fhree  were
Christian minded, of combining
thetr helied in Christ with [heir
love af [lving. To share this
common faith in boith, the ivio
decided bn form fhe Chrizlian
Abrmen's Pellowship of Western
Mew York and incorporale it as
a nonprofit business entity,

CAF WAS FORMED IN Sap-
tember, 1973, wilh Marsteller 23
president. Although there is 2
national organization ecalked he
Christian Airmen's Fellowship,
the Akron group is not aifiliated
wilhm it

Otiher pilots using tae Akron
airport soon joined the aewiys
farmed C -‘LF Rabert Cherdran,
president of Bapiizt Lile Azzr 'z
C.areqee cffjee, jonmed the CAF
as vige oresident

Kermit Sckliizer becem e
gecraiamy of the '!.'r 13t1an £ 8
;'-:-_-.;_- ard Jean Jeoszeon hecare
reaggime™ Thag C.'.. TET DESS

Wers AT Tesling T maninly
felowshin meeilnz: whie
iz (a2 preficiency 1o

WHEN THE OPERATION of
Akran Aviztion became 2 bups
den igr Boschari, the CALF de-
cided to ztep im. The organi
zation toek aver the alrpurt
aperation :ease in March 1906,
except for the malnicnance
vwaeh Hosshart conlinueed 20
haad

The CAF then purchased ils
own Cessna 172 aircratl, pwus
Tour ather zireraft from Akron
Avigtion. In May of 1976, lhe
CAT neard that Akron Aviation
was being put uvp for sale by
Yocer .;n:I Kellv and the pur-
shase of the gperation followed.

The name then reverted back
to Akron Airport and Lhe airport
sLaried oporetion as a nonprofif
entitv  except for the man-
renance funetion, which is Ll
Geaded by Beschart on a for-
profit basis. All work invelved
in the nonprofit flight end is

done on & volunieer basis be
CAE members.

I[N ADDITION TO trezzurer
Josson became airport manage:
and was nstrumental in the
succezs of 1lhe nonprofif ven
ture., To date. IT fellow Chris
tian |'|:Z T REVE DeCCITIe Tem
bers of the CAT at Akrorn

Sinpe t.l-! CAF fook avel
Akron Aivpori, aireraft tie-dowr
facilitizs have been incregsed te
accammodate up o 3 plane:
and there 2 Bow Rangar £pace
for up 9 2 paanes, In tae plan
ning =tage iz a new Ilkbas
oanLET ko be added {his ar nex
VA,
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T-'.-: Ererds pualic is inviied [«
L e e AiTport Iaclilles on
slgrnCard fee DEzE a=d cmo
iopg2 inferested 1 geneia
svistiar 2nZs wiaa Lave receive
Chrizt ag their bavier ard in

CAF JMEMBERS receive fa
verable raiez, a2 o membens

the =momaillliaied Akpon Fiv
iaz Cub. Toere are two (voes o
CAF membershlp, regular anc
asspolate.

The pulk of the CAF airpor
aperating 15 being handled by
Liarsteiler, Cherdranr and Jes
gan, Marsteller works in ihe
lraffie department of Inter
national Mulfilasds Corp. 26
Josson is a truck driver.

Ooe of the Kevs 1o the sucoess
of the CAF airport gwnership i
{he voluntzer Iaboy it tnain
Laining it. As Cherdron put 1t
the “break-even airport opera
Lion oflen depends on the cost o
wages.”

Akron Alrporl is one of the
few private airport facilities ir
the stale having paved and
tighted full-lenglh taxiwa
turnofls and aprans.

Amd it is writts
40:3[ that “They
wilh wings as «

Roherl Cherdron

John Jesson

Ralph Marsieller



